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GOLD ROYALTY — CONSULTATION 
661. Mr V.A. CATANIA to the Acting Premier: 
My question is to the Acting Premier, who is representing the Minister for Transport as the Acting Minister for 
Mines and Petroleum, and who is also acting on behalf of the Premier’s portfolios. I refer to the article on the front 
page of The West Australian, which indicates that the government will be introducing a new mining royalty. 
(1) Who has the Minister for Mines and Petroleum met with in consultation on the new gold royalty? 
(2) How did the minister come to the decision to introduce the new royalty hike? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 
(1)–(2) I will relieve him of one misimpression—I am not representing the Minister for Mines and Petroleum. 

However, I will make some general comments on royalties. We know that there are some people in the 
chamber who, when they were on the government benches, destroyed the state’s finances. We understand 
that the state’s finances are in particularly poor shape, thanks to the mismanagement of the Leader of the 
Opposition when he was the Treasurer and his other merry band of friends over there, who are doing the 
same thing in opposition that they did in government. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Scarborough! 
Mr R.H. COOK: They were budget wreckers in government and they are budget wreckers in opposition. As the 
Treasurer has explained to the house, we are engaging in a conversation with stakeholders about what we need to 
do in terms of the revenue side of the budget in terms of budget repair. 

Point of Order 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: This is a point of relevance in the response. The question was very specific. Either the 
minister answers it or he sits down and we get on with business. 
The SPEAKER: That is very interesting. I remember when you were a minister and you answered in the same 
way. I will give the same leeway to this minister. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr R.H. COOK: The question is about royalties, which goes to the issue of revenue, which goes to the issue of 
budget repair, which goes to the issue of mismanagement by the previous government. 

Point of Order 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: I asked the Acting Premier, who is acting on behalf of several ministers who are not present 
in the chamber, whom the Minister for Mines and Petroleum met with in regard to the gold royalty hike. 
The SPEAKER: It is not a point of order, but the minister will get back to the answer. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Dr M.D. Nahan: Just say you don’t have a clue! 
The SPEAKER: Members want to hear the answer; just listen! 
Mr R.H. COOK: This is just pathetic. Members opposite are so hopeless. The Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
has been talking to the same stakeholders as the Treasurer. The Minister for Mines and Petroleum has been talking 
to the same people we speak to on a daily basis to make sure that our policies are crafted in a way that meets the 
expectations of industry. One thing the industry never had an expectation of was how disastrous that mob would 
be in government. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members of the National Party! 
Mr R.H. COOK: One of the expectations of industry is that we would engage with the mining companies and 
other members of the industry to make sure that we continue — 
Mr V.A. Catania: Who are they? 
Mr P.C. Tinley: None of your business! 
The SPEAKER: Members! Minister, you will get to your point. 
Mr R.H. COOK: My point is that we are meeting with lots of companies to talk about how everyone in the 
community can be involved in budget repair. Everyone in the community understands that we have to have budget 
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repair because of the disastrous way in which members opposite—you in particular and you in particular—
mismanaged our finances over eight and a half years. 
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